


 

 

Though most of us are aware of the potential
health risks of having too much grease in our
diets, we don’t realize that putting grease into
our sewer system poses a public health hazard
and threatens the environment.

WHERE does grease come from? 

Fats, oils and greases are often washed into the
plumbing system through sink drains. As grease
from households and businesses passes through
the sewer system, it sticks to the inside of sewer
lines. Over time, the grease can build up and 
block the entire pipe.

Home garbage disposals do not keep greases
from clogging the plumbing system. These units
only shred solid material into small pieces and do 
not prevent grease from clogging the drain.

WHAT happens when grease clogs drains? 

 
Meat fats
Lard
Cooking oil
Shortening
Butter and margarine
Salad dressing

Food scraps
Baking goods
Sauces
Dairy products

Raw sewage overflows and backups
Potential contact with disease-causing 
organisms
Increase in operations and maintenance
costs, which causes higher sewer bills
for customers

HOW can you help? 
Help protect the health of our community and the 
streams of the Upstate by following these tips:

Please do not pour grease into sinks, garbage
disposals or toilets.

Please do not put crumbs and food scraps down
the sink drains.

Like grease, hazardous waste products should not 
be poured down the drain because they are very
harmful to our water, treatment plants and animals
that live in rivers, streams and lakes. Call the 
Greenville Office of DHEC Environmental Quality
Control at 241-1090 to find out how to dispose
of these items.

Please do not pour the following hazardous
materials down the sink, toilet or storm drain:

 

Pour grease into disposable container.
Allow the grease to harden.
Throw the solid grease into the trash.

Catch food scraps in sink drain baskets.
Empty sink drain baskets into trash or compost.

Kitchen: Cleaners for ovens, drains, and floors;
furniture polish
Bathroom: Cleansers, medicine, nail polish
remover
Garage: Used motor
oil, antifreeze,
car wax, rat poison
Workshops: Paint,
paint thinner, varnish,
glue, rust remover

Watch Out For Grease

Hazardous Waste Disposal


